THE BYZANTINE CHURCH	ior
Papacy' and 'the reconciliation of the Orientals'. His idea
was to expurgate Chalcedon: to eliminate from the Acta of
the Fourth Council that which was most offensive to the
nonconformists. In 451 three enemies of Cyril—Theodore
of Mopsuestia, Theodoret of Cyrus, and Ibas of Edessa—
had been absolved or justified. If one pursued the dead even
in their tombs, the fierce hatreds of the Monophysites might
he appeased: so thought the pious sovereigns and their
advisers. And all the West, if the Pope of Rome consented
thereto, would bow before this posthumous condemnation
pronounced in the cause of peace.
Such was the affair of the 'Three Chapters' which is odious
on more than one ground; it was a strange charity towards
separated brethren which appealed to their hatred rather
than their love: the Emperor's intervention in a purely
theological dispute was direct,  brutal, and repeated; the
luckless Pope Vigilius was subjected to violence and mal-
treatment: he was dragged from Rome to Constantinople:
here he yielded, then resisted, retracted, again insisted, and
at last at the Fifth Oecumenical Council (Constantinople
553) he ratified the condemnation of the 'Three Chapters',
i.e. of the writings of the 'scandalous doctors'.  Henceforth
the Council of Chalcedon was emended, but nothing was
gained thereby, for still the oriental dissenters refused their
subscription.   Moreover, in the course of the controversy
over the Three Chapters the Monophysite Churches had
reconstituted their hierarchy which had for a time been
disorganized  by  'the  Catholic  terror'.    The  enthusiastic
missionary Jacobus Baradaeus has given his name to the
Syrian 'Jacobites'.   Coptic Egypt, in spite of the orthodox
Patriarchs who had hardly any adherents save in Greek
Alexandria, hesitated only between the different shades of
Monophysitism.  In 548 Theodora had died, doubtless full
of hopes for the success of the great scheme of the Three
Chapters and for the future of her co-religionists whom she
sheltered and at need hid by hundreds in her palace. It was
doubtless the memory of his wife which led the Emperor,
exasperated by the failure of his efforts at conciliation, to join
the extremists amongst the Monophysites and to profess
Aphthartodocetism—to maintain the incorruptibility of the

